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Is a Feeder Barge System Viable in Connecticut?

By Donald Frost, Deputy Editor

US Flag ATB Freeport, 604 FT LOA & Draft 22 FT, docked at Dow Chemical, New London with tug “Thames Ship” holding vessel to dock while securing
mooring lines. The ATB Freeport discharged Styrene first loaded in the Mississippi River at Dow’s facility 20 miles north of New Orleans.
Photo by Connecticut Marine Pilot Captain Charles R Jonas

On November first the U.S. Dept of Transportation marked the opening of the so-called California Green Trade Corridor that will help take freight
traffic off California’s congested I-580 between Oakland and the Sacramento River ports of Stockton and Sacramento using a tug-barge feeder
to move containers between San Francisco Bay and California’s Central Valley.

A similar plan in Connecticut was proposed in 2001 that would connect the container terminals of the Port of New York-New Jersey and
various deep water ports in Connecticut. The CT port selected as a test case for the idea was Bridgeport. Other than the distances (about 71
miles for both projects) and the use of tugs and barges to move the boxes, the similarity to the California project ends.

The California model is based on loading at one terminal (Oakland). The CT plan also assumed one terminal but the Port of NY-NJ has five
container terminals (Port Newark, Port Elizabeth, Bayonne all in New Jersey, NY Container Terminal in Staten Island, and Red Hook in Brooklyn).
The project identified the most economical size barge as one that would lift 300 containers. No single NY harbor container terminal could be
assured of having 300 containers to be shipped at one time. To fill that barge would require stops at one, and probably two more terminals.
Shifting time and expenses between terminals made the freight between NY and Bridgeport uncompetitive with trucks. Furthermore, the shifting
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time alone would have delayed deliveries so much that trucking is a
better alternative.

Stephen M. Carmel, Senior Vice President of Maersk Lines, Limited
in the August 2013 issue of the U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings)
wrote: “More than half of all container CARGO is now component-level
goods — that is, materials destined for factories for use in a production
process operating on a just-in-time type inventory-management system.
This requires deliveries that are consistent, reliable and have schedule
integrity. The key goal is 99% on-time delivery.”

The International Longshoremens Association (ILA) contract with
the NY Shipping Association did not (in 2001) and still does not have
a tariff rate for handling containers directly from a ship to a waiting
barge. Even if one existed the Maritime Security Act of December
2002 would make that nearly impossible. Once again time delays
the shipment and the double handling raises the freight via barge.
Also, container carriers have long term trucking contracts so that
diverting any traffic away from trucks is not usually in the ocean
carrier’s interest.

Another problem, barely discussed in 2001, was the fact that
Bridgeport did not have a crane to discharge containers nor space
to receive 300 containers while also marshalling another 300
boxes for the return trip to NY. To discourage shippers from using
Bridgeport as a virtual warehouse, the plan of the time shifted to a
roll-on/roll-off system which would not require a crane and expedite
unloading/loading. BUT the ILA in NY refused to even contemplate
rating this option.

Lastly, the 2001 study mentions the fact that between 8 and
13% (varies by day of the week) of the trailer truck traffic on 1-95
carry sea-containers, and assumed that a tug-barge operation could
capture all that traffic. This is extremely unlikely given the proximity
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of Bridgeport to NY via road and the nature of the goods that travel
in those boxes. This again is a reference to assured on-time delivery.

There are solutions to many of the above problems and they are
not necessarily expensive if the focus is on satisfying shippers versus
possibly reducing highway congestion.
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Port Security Services, Inc.

Port Security Services can provide maritime
focused security services for your vessel or
corporate security needs throughout the US.
Whether security vessels, officers, planning

or training we stand ready to meet your needs.
We offer FREE shore leave services in many ports.

Corporate Headquarters:
100 Waterfront Street
New Haven, CT 06512
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CMC Membership Includes
Diverse State Maritime Interests

Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit
trade association advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry.

Our members include:
Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp®@aol.com

Bridgeport Port Authority
Andrew J. Nunn, 203-576-3964, andrew.nunn@bridgeportct.gov

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc.
John Fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@BAC-INC.com

Coast Line Service
Rob Pearce, 617-951-9957, rob@bostonlineservice.com

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@Ilongislandferry.com

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc.
Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net

Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.
Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com

Gwenmor Marina & Marine Contracting Inc.
Christian McGugan, 860-536-0281, Christian@gwenmor.com

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com

Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.
Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net

Moran Towing Corporation
Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com

New England Shipping Company, Inc.
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com

New Haven Port Authority
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net

New Haven Terminal
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com

Port Security Services
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us

Santa Energy Corporation
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com

Schooner, Inc.
Kristen Andrews, 203-865-1737, kristen.andrews@schoonerinc.org

Sea Support, Inc.
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com

Underwater Construction Corporation
Chris Tirrell, 860-857-8440, chris@uccdive.com
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The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade
CONNECTICUT MARITIM SSOCIATION, INC.

association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s
maritime industries. Our member network is mostly composed
of small and medium-sized businesses.

WwWww.CMACONNECT.COM

To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your
business in Deep Water Port notes, please contact:

William Gash, Executive Director Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources
RO. Box 188, Stonington, CT 06378  Phone: 860-941-0044 Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVYWD)
Fax (888) 436-5413 Email: ctmaritime@msn.com Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514

The Office of Military Affairs Mr. Robert Ross, Ex. Director (860) 270-

VISIT WWW.CTMARITIME.COM
8074, bob.ross@ct.gov http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp

DEE_P WATER PORT notes is publis_hed mon't_hly electl.' o_nically Hire Our Returning Veterans: Federal Resources - VOW to Hire Heroes
& printed quarterly by the Connecticut Maritime Coalition, Inc. Act of 2011. Legislation offers tax credit up to $5,600 for companies
Designed by CG Creative, contact@cgcreative.us hiring veterans who have been unemployed 6 months or longer. Hiring

a veteran with a service-connected disability: up to $9,600.
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